CATHOLIC EDUCATION IN THE ARCHDIOCESE:
REJOICING IN THE GOOD NEWS
Let us be honest– we have not had an abundance of good news in the Archdiocese in the past eighteen
months, the obvious exception being the installation of our new shepherd, Archbishop Hebda and the
ordination of eight new priests. But last week, it seemed as though the entire Archdiocese had reason to
rejoice following the large outdoor Mass held at CHS Stadium for our fourth through eighth grade
students from our Catholic grade schools. They were treated to music provided by the Christian group
Sonar, featuring Cathedral parishioner Caroline Metzinger and her fellow musicians. Students also
received delicious box lunches and bus transportation to and from 79 schools spread all across the our
vast Archdiocese.
It was a monumental effort of planning to manage transporting 12,000 kids in buses to and from CHS
Stadium, home of the St. Paul Saints, but it went very smoothly. While not attending myself (as the 60
concelebrants were priests assigned to parishes with schools), we offered our support by providing the
priests secure vesting space in Hayden Hall, allowing them to board shuttle buses to the ballpark,
alleviating the obvious parking problems. Believe me, the priests were all smiles, some remarking that it
was unquestionably one of the most uplifting Masses they had attended, a true spiritual shot in the arm. I
hope you saw the Star Tribune photo gallery or the Catholic Spirit coverage. Sadly, the Pioneer Press did
not cover it.
Let me provide some context, as this issue is near and dear to my heart, myself a product of Catholic
education for 25 years! For well over a century the Catholic school model was predicated upon dedicated
religious who staffed the schools. A parish would build a convent, a bishop would recruit a religious
community and the school was off and running. For example, Bishop Joseph Cretin arrived to take
possession of his new missionary diocese on July 2, 1851. On November 3, 1851, four sisters arrived up
river in Saint Paul from Carondelet, Missouri, thus becoming the first in a long line of religious sisters to
take up residence and work in our Catholic schools. At one point, I believe that nearly 1200 sisters were
in our schools just from that community, not to mention the School Sisters of Notre Dame, the
Benedictines and others. I myself was taught first by the Visitation nuns and later the Sisters of Saint
Joseph of Carondelet.
Following the baby boom, Archdiocesan K-12 Catholic school population swelled, peaking at 89,000
students. That was a whopping 19.5% of the total Catholic population. Then a precipitous decline began
over the next ten years, much of it due to the peak of the baby boomers growing up. At one point we had
23 high schools in this Archdiocese and 157 grade schools! Combined with declining numbers of
religious sisters and the increase of lay staff, it did not take a MBA to see that the “business model” was
headed for a major hiccup. While high school enrollment largely stayed steady throughout the 1980’s and
1990’s, the grade schools struggled mightily, especially in the rural communities and city core. Our total
Archdiocesan enrollment slipped to pre-1930 levels, while the total Catholic population had tripled in the
same period. So where is the good news in my column? Read on.
For the first time in many years, total Catholic school enrollment remained steady and did not decline
again. Faint praise, you say? Perhaps, but I do not think so. That in itself is a major victory and bodes well
for the future, especially since we have a very engaged group of lay people heading up efforts to market,
strengthen and fund our Catholic school system. For many reasons, we have moved beyond a central
Archdiocesan led schools system. When I attended the Aim Higher Foundation Banquet last Saturday
evening at the Depot in Minneapolis (yes, I actually crossed the river for an event!), I was delighted to see
some familiar faces in the promotional video. One of our own parishioners, 9th grade Cathedral altar
server Antonio Guajardo, spoke so genuinely about his experience as a student at Saint Agnes School,
which was the featured school on this year’s video. I had no idea that Antonio was interviewed, so it was
a pleasant surprise, and I quickly nudged my seminary classmate (pastor at St. Pascal’s) seated next to me

at table– “He’s from the Cathedral!”
Several other schools played other roles in the evening including a ten-school choir that provided the
entertainment. The energy in the room was palpable, including photos of the CHS all-school Mass. I can
honestly say that it was truly an uplifting week that I believe helps us in some way to begin to turn the
page on a new chapter in this Archdiocese. I heartily encourage you to consider a Catholic school
education. The school Open Houses begin very soon– it’s not too early to think about next year.
• Nearly 3000 people attended the Memorial Service for Jacob Wetterling held at Clemens Field

House at the College of St. Benedict in St. Joseph MN. Though the Wetterling family is not of the
Catholic faith, they live in the same town. Music was provided in part by the St. John’s Boys Choir,
many of whom are the same age as Jacob when he was murdered nearly 27 years ago. After so
many years, the emotions still seemed raw. In a real sense, Jacob became known to all of us, and
this closure was both welcomed and needed.
• Vin Scully, revered baseball announcer, retired after 67 years calling games for the L.A. Dodgers.

Check that– he began with the Brooklyn Dodgers and moved to L.A. in 1958! What a voice he had.
He never dominated the discussion, but masterfully painted a vivid magnificent picture of each
game as it unfolded on the field.
• I managed to sneak away on my day off to catch the practice round at the Ryder Cup, being held at

Hazeltine National Golf Club in Chaska. When I saw the set-up, no wonder they began building the
stands and tents two months ago. There was a huge tribute wall dedicated to legendary golfer
Arnold Palmer, who died last week at the age of 87.
• Pope Francis is traveling to Georgia and Azerbaijan this weekend. He is not the first pope to travel to

countries with tiny Catholic populations, and it is edifying. The former soviet satellite Georgia
counts 112,000 Catholics in its population of 4.5 million (2.5%), while Azerbaijan numbers only
570 Catholics amongst its 9.4 million residents (.00006%) Talk about the peripheries! However,
recall that Jesus said, “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in the
midst of them.”
Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. John L. Ubel,
Rector

HELP RECAPTURE TWIN CITIES MARATHON REVENUE LOSS
The Twin Cities Marathon, while a great civic event, takes its toll on our parish, as people find it
extremely difficult to access the Cathedral.
Please consider using the envelopes in the pews to assist us in “making up” more than $10,000 normally
given on Marathon Sunday, due to the road closures. Many thanks for your continued generosity...Fr.
Ubel

