
“WITH A (NOT SO) LITTLE CHILD TO GUIDE THEM”: 
YOUTHFUL WITNESSES FOR LIFE 

Some people are “glass half-full” types, while others are quite the opposite. I exhibit a bit of both.  However, 

after six days on a pilgrimage to Washington D.C., I’ll admit that I have not felt my glass so full since I 

ordered a beer in an Austrian monastery-run Stiftskeller in 2019! I would be remiss in not thanking you 

for your prayers.  While I did not sleep much on the overnight bus trips, my back held out remarkably 

well.  I attribute this less to my stretching routine than your intercession! Last week was energizing, making 

me feel ten years younger than my biological age. But even that still rendered me roughly 3x the average 

age of the participants! The prophet Isaiah’s vision of an ideal king stated: “The calf and the young lion 

shall browse together, with a little child to guide them.” (Is 1:6) Well, last week it was the teenagers who 

guided us! 

 
Youthful optimism was on full display in our nation’s Capital.  What exactly did I witness?  I saw extremely 

well-behaved youth who despite the long hours of activities and travel, remained positive, pleasant and 

participative.  They waved to cars stopped at a cross walk while the entire group crossed, as if to thank 

them for their patience.  They shouted to law enforcement, “Thank you for keeping us safe!” On the bus 

they sang county music songs, immediately followed by the Salve Regina! I’m not making this up!  

Following a fresh snowfall, they had an impromptu snowball fight in the Golden Corral parking lot in 

Elgin, IL.  Smiles and laughter abounded.  Even the seminarians participated, while yours truly enjoyed 

some much-appreciated quiet time on the bus, smiling as I gazed out the window! 

 

Though clearly non-sectarian, in many respects, the D.C. March for Life is the largest annual Catholic youth 

gathering. The allied events carry a distinctive Catholic flair, with masses, speakers, confessions and 

opportunities for youth to meet other kids from the country who share the same convictions. Quite frankly, 

it works the same for us priests.  I enjoyed visiting with the 100+ priest who concelebrated the Vigil Mass 

for Life at the Basilica Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  Hands down, this is my favorite Church in 

the country.  It.Was.Packed! In his homily, Bishop Michael Burbidge (Arlington, VA), chair of the 

USCCB Pro-Life Committee reminded us that “lasting victories will not come from views or hits or re-

tweets; nor from triumphalism, bitterness, or cynicism; but from our sincere efforts to effect true conversion 

of mind and heart”.  

 

Perhaps the most amazing witness came from Jonathan Roumie, known by millions from his role as Jesus 

in the series “The Chosen.” Though I’ve never seen an episode, I’ll surely check it out now.  Being a 

professional actor is difficult enough– the craft is grueling, the personalities strong. It’s no secret that 

traditional values are frowned upon in professional acting circles. Roumie stated that this was the very first 

time he has spoken publicly on abortion. He referenced the grace of the sacraments, adding that the most 

powerful thing we could do is pray the rosary. Above all– “God is real, and he is completely in love with 

each and every one of you.” He encouraged the many thousands “to stand together today to fight for the 

worthiest and noblest cause possible — which is to allow the unborn the right to enter into the world and 

defeat those earthly forces who seek to destroy the very evidence of them.” Watch his full speech here. 

 

At the Students for Life of America conference the day following the march, 2500 high school and college 

students crammed into the Omni Shoreham hotel (out of my price range!) for an all-day meeting. We heard 

the powerful witness of those who left the abortion industry and have today become the staunchest 

advocates for unborn life in the womb. The youth received tips on how to engage those with whom they 

disagree and to do so civilly as well as competently.  SFLA founder Kristin Hawkins cautioned us: “It is 

possible to win the argument but lose a soul.” Thus, it is not about having the more cogent argument. We 

must exhibit even more compassion for those with whom we vehemently disagree.  Above all, win souls 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYY2-wf-cl0


before arguments! Be not afraid to witness by your life, your “merch” (e.g. sweatshirts, pins, hats) and 

your advocacy with your peers. 

 

We were afforded time to explore the National Mall and museums and I must say that a visit to the Lincoln 

Memorial is unforgettable.  To me, it is the crown jewel of our national monuments.  I stood right where 

Martin Luther King Jr. gave his famous “I Have a Dream” speech, telling the students–“I watched that 

speech live!”  Okay, I was one day-old in the hospital and my mother watched it– but I was right there! If 

they did not know it before, my secret was out–now they knew I was ancient! The students on my bus were 

articulate, inquisitive, respectful and above all prayerful.  Seeing 15-year-olds walking into our makeshift 

Adoration chapel at 6:30 a.m. blew me away. Our plan for hearing confessions in the corner was scrapped. 

We relocated because it was too crowded to provide any privacy. Now that is a good problem to have! It 

was an amazing experience! 

 

• It’s no secret that the Basilica Shrine of the Immaculate Conception is huge: 459 ft. in length and seating 

3,500, with room for thousands more standing! But it also contains the world’s largest collection of 
contemporary ecclesiastical art, proving that contemporary can co-exist with tasteful. It is a tapestry 
of mosaics, stones, glass, bronze and frescoes, weaving the story of our Blessed Mother, patroness of 

the Catholic Church in the U.S. If you visit Washington, be sure to include this on your itinerary. 

• Thought police?  It is now even illegal to stand and pray in silence outside an abortion clinic in England. 

When approached by police who asked what he was doing, one man stated he had gathered to pray for 
the loss of his own son, whose abortion he helped arrange 20 years ago. Facing regret, he even turned 

his back to the clinic so as not to be watching those going in. But he broke the law and was arrested.  

• Pray for the Church in Nigeria, under attack from jihadists. Christians are being kidnapped, even 
brutally murdered at an alarming rate. The Catholic bishops protested to the country’s president, noting 

also the employment and economic discrimination in the country’s northern and central region.  

• Please join us in Hayden Hall after today’s 10:00 a.m. Mass to greet Archbishop Nassar of Damascus, 

Syria. We have some tasty treats of middle eastern origin. Christians were about 10% of Syria’s 

population of 21 million before the civil war began in 2011. Sadly, today it is only 3%. Please assure 

him of your prayers! 

• I was not on hand to welcome 230 pilgrims from the University of Mary last Sunday at the Noon 
Mass. They must have had a faster bus than ours on their return trip to Bismarck! If you are looking 

for a faithfully Catholic college, head west on I-94 for just over 6 hours, then turn left for 15 minutes 

and your there!  

 

Sincerely in Christ,  

Fr. John L. Ubel,  

Rector 
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